Scripture reminds us that we are all “pilgrims and strangers” Another verse comes from 2 Corinthians 8,9: “Our Lord Jesus Christ…was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich.”

We gather in prayer for immigrants in our midst. 

Our prayer calls attention to the suffering of our sisters and brothers who have come to us as immigrants. They are among the most vulnerable members of our society. Immigrants come here nowadays – just as our ancestors came a few or many years ago, seeking a better life for themselves and their families. As our forebearers came to work, so current immigrants contribute to our common good through their labor. We are proud of our Catholic Church’s dedication to serving and advocating on behalf of immigrants for over 500 years in the Americas and for over 400 years in our own country.

We feel a special kinship with those whose destiny is not stable, who have undergone social displacement along with their physical mobility. Some see today’s immigrants, especially the undocumented, as vagabonds and outsiders. We happily join in solidarity with the poor, the leper, the scorned because we embrace the poor and humble Christ who, though he was in the form of God…emptied himself, taking the form of a slave. (cmp. Philippians 2,6-7).

All are welcome to share an experience or story of themselves, their family, their 

community, etc. as “pilgrims and strangers,” as itenerants, as lepers and/or as one in solidarity with those who have been displaced by the economy, by persecution, by physical disaster or war. What was my/our experience? How did I/we react and feel toward any helplessness in the situation? What did the experience teach me/us?

PETITIONS

LEADER: God of the migrant, the unsettled, the weak, we ask you to listen to our prayers on behalf of our sisters and brothers and of ourselves.

READER 1: Jesus said , “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell everything you have and give it to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; come, follow me” ( Mt. 19,21). From our migrant brothers and sisters, who come with nothing but their will to work, teach us to let go of our own securities and comforts to follow you, to live simply that others might simply live.

RESPONSE: Graciously hear us, Merciful God.

READER 2: Jesus said  “Everyone who has left father or mother, brother or sisters, wife or children, houses or lands because of me, will receive a hundredfold and will possess eternal life” ( Mt. 19,29). From our migrant sisters and brothers, who leave house and land, brother and sister, and even wife and children, teach us gratitude for the gift of our relationships with others.

RESPONSE: Graciously hear us, Merciful God.

READER 3: From our migrant sisters and brothers, who, though often without being seen, clean our work spaces, harvest our food, buss our eating places, build our living spaces, and keep beautiful our recreational spaces, teach us the importance of solidarity with those who have little or nothing of the goods of this world.

RESPONSE: Graciously hear us, Merciful God.

LEADER: We invite you to add your intentions. To each we respond as before.

PRAYER

We pray:: God of the “little ones” , enlighten the darkness of our hearts and give us true faith, certain hope, and perfect charity, sense and knowledge, Lord, that we may carry out Your holy and true command.

RESPONSE: Amen.

BLESSING

LEADER: May God bless you and keep you. May God show God’s face to you and be merciful to you. May God turn God’s countenance to you and give you peace. May God bless you.

RESPONSE: Amen.

http://www.usccb.org/mrs/nmw/index.shtm

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.com
