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We want to share with you an important breakthrough in our common work to protect those who are poor and vulnerable at home and abroad in the ongoing budget process. The Conference has led an effort to build a common voice within the Christian community to promote the moral principle of a priority for the poor. Attached and pasted below is an unprecedented common statement calling for a “Circle of Protection” around the “least of these” in the ongoing budget battles.
 
The leaders who have signed this statement and committed to this principle include not only our USCCB Chairmen, Bishop Howard Hubbard and Bishop Stephen Blaire, as well as the leaders of Catholic Relief Services and Catholic Charities USA, but also the leaders of the National Association of Evangelicals, the Salvation Army, the American Bible Society, Bread for the World, the National Council of Churches, Sojourners and many other heads of denominations and other Christian organizations. 
 
This effort complements the ongoing advocacy of the USCCB led by Bishops Hubbard and Blaire. They have sent a series of strong letters to the Congress on these matters and will continue their advocacy as Congress reconvenes. Comprehensive information on our advocacy can be found here:
 
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/national/nationalbudg.shtml
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/2012-Budget-Letter-to-House-04-13-11.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/international/foreignind.shtml (USCCB Foreign Aid)
http://www.usccb.org/globalpoverty/ (Catholics Confront Global Poverty)
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/globalpoverty/ccgp_issues_foreignassistance.shtml (Catholics Confront Global Poverty-Foreign Aid Resources)
 
We believe this initiative is an important sign of unity and a commitment to common action, but also a very useful tool in our ongoing work on the budget, deficits and national priorities. Please use it to help advance our common work to protect the poor in these difficult times. We attach the statement in English and Spanish. The USCCB press release can be found here:
 
http://www.usccb.org/comm/archives/2011/11-085.shtml
 
For complete information on the initiative, including the list of signers and a sample listing of programs in the Circle of Protection, visit: www.circleofprotection.us
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